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Policy Statement
At Bramford Primary School, we value diversity, respect, and understanding of different faiths, beliefs, and worldviews. Religious Education (RE) forms part of the school's broad and balanced curriculum and is taught in accordance with statutory requirements and the school's agreed RE syllabus.
The school recognises and respects the legal right of parents and carers to withdraw their child, either wholly or partly, from Religious Education lessons.
Legal Framework
This policy is based on the provisions of:
· The Education Act 1996 
· The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
· Guidance issued by the UK Government regarding Religious Education in maintained schools 
Under current legislation, parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or part of Religious Education without providing a reason. Schools must comply with such requests.
Purpose of Religious Education
Religious Education at Bramford Primary School aims to:
· Develop pupils' knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews. 
· Promote respect, tolerance, and mutual understanding. 
· Encourage critical thinking and discussion about beliefs, values, and ethics. 
· Support pupils in understanding the diverse society in which they live. 
RE is educational rather than devotional in nature and does not seek to promote any particular religion or belief.
Parents' Right to Withdraw
Parents or carers may:
· Withdraw their child from all Religious Education lessons. 
· Withdraw their child from specific elements of Religious Education. 
· Request partial withdrawal where particular topics are of concern. 
Parents are not required to provide a reason for their decision, although the school welcomes discussion to ensure parents fully understand the nature and content of the RE curriculum.  The RE and Christian Distinctiveness Lead will be made aware when families choose to withdraw, making sure teachers are able to arrange alternative learning where needed (see below.) 
Request Procedure
Parents wishing to withdraw their child from Religious Education should:
1. Submit a written request to the Executive Headteacher / Head of School. 
2. State whether the withdrawal applies to all RE lessons or specific elements of the curriculum. 
3. Indicate the date from which the withdrawal should take effect. 
The Executive Headteacher / Head of School may invite parents to discuss the request to clarify the curriculum content and practical arrangements, but parents are under no obligation to attend such a meeting.
Alternative Arrangements
Where a pupil is withdrawn from Religious Education:
· The school will provide appropriate supervision. 
· The pupil will not be required to participate in RE activities. 
· The school is not obliged to provide alternative RE teaching. 
· Alternative activities may include independent study, reading, or other educational work as deemed appropriate by the school. 
Pupils' Participation
The right of withdrawal belongs to parents until the child reaches the age at which they can exercise their own rights under education law.
The school will always consider the views and welfare of the child when implementing withdrawal arrangements.
Equality and Respect
Bramford Primary School is committed to ensuring that:
· No pupil is disadvantaged because they have been withdrawn from RE. 
· No parent or pupil is treated less favourably for exercising their legal rights. 
· All discussions regarding withdrawal are conducted respectfully and confidentially. 
Review of Requests
Parents may:
· Modify a withdrawal request at any time. 
· Request that their child returns to RE lessons. 
· Meet with school staff to review arrangements if circumstances change. 
Monitoring and Review
The Governing Body will review this policy every three years, or sooner if there are significant changes to legislation or guidance.
The Law
If the parent requests that their child is excused—
(a) from receiving religious education given in the school in accordance with the school’s basic curriculum,
(b) from attendance at religious worship in the school, or
(c) both from receiving such education and from such attendance, the pupil shall be so excused until the request is withdrawn.
If a parent wishes to withdraw their child from RE in order to provide an alternative form of RE that reflects their own background/wishes, then the pupil may be withdrawn from the school during such periods of time as are reasonably necessary for the purpose of enabling him to receive religious education, but the local education authority must be satisfied—
(a) That the parent of the pupil desires him to receive religious education of a kind which is not provided in the school during the periods of time during which they are excused,
(b) That the pupil cannot with reasonable convenience be sent to another community, foundation or voluntary school where religious education of the kind desired by the parent is provided, and
(c) That arrangements have been made for them to receive religious education of that kind during school hours elsewhere.
A pupil may not be withdrawn from school unless the local education authority are satisfied that the arrangements will not interfere with the attendance of the pupil at school on any day except at the beginning or end of a school session (or, if there is only one, the school session) on that day.
Arrangements may provide for making facilities for such education or worship available on the school premises, but any expenditure entailed by the arrangements shall not be met from the school’s budget share or otherwise by the local education authority.

(School Standards Framework 1998 Act (Section 71)



Withdrawal Request Form
Pupil Name: ___________________________
Class: ________________________________
Parent/Carer Name: _____________________
I wish to withdraw my child from:
☐ All Religious Education lessons
☐ Part of Religious Education lessons (please specify):


Date withdrawal to commence: ______________
Signature of Parent/Carer: _________________
Date: ___________________________________
Please return this form to the Executive Headteacher / Head of School.
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